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Hugh J. Murphy, born in Fort Fairfield, Maine, on the family farmstead July 
26, 1920, was raised on that farm and graduated from the local high 
school in 1937, having received the American Farmer Degree of the Future 
Farmers in 1935. He entered the College of Agriculture at the University of 
Maine, leaving there at the end of his junior year to work for two years in 
aircraft engine testing before serving in the United States Army Signal 
Corps during World War II. In 1942, he was married to Eleanor Ploof of 
Vermont, and three children--Jennifer, Stephanie, and Andrew--eventually 
blessed this union. Upon termination of his military service, Hugh operated 
the family potato farm for two years prior to continuing his studies at the 
university.  

Completing his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Agronomy in 1948 and 1950, Hugh 
then joined the staff of the University's Agronomy Department (now Plant 
and Soil Sciences). He channeled his farming interests into home gardening 
and lawn care while professionally being first assigned to canning crops. 
However, the teaching of and research with the potato have generally 

been foremost in Hugh's interest and endeavors. He and his work are well known and have been recognized in 
the area of sweet corn, snap beans, field peas, and oilseed crops; and he has proceeded to earn an international 
reputation for his contribution and expertise with the potato in crop production, cultural management, post 
harvest physiology, and nutrition as well as with herbicides, potato variety development, and fertilization.  

Writing for both technical and applied audiences, Murphy has been author or coauthor of over 220 publications, 
working with other researchers as well as with farmers, well serving the potato industry. Over 36 graduate 
students have also had the benefit of Hugh's counsel and direction as teacher and advisor. Hugh is or has been 
active in at least 14 professional societies or organizations, receiving from the Northeastern Weed Science 
Society its Award of Merit in 1981 and its Distinguished Member Award in 1982. 

Murphy's prime dedication among organizations has been to The Potato Association of America. He served on or 
chaired various PAA committees and ad hoc committees during his 29 years of membership, and served as 
Secretary of The Association for the fiscal years 1970-80, a time when The Association was undergoing various 
changes and growth, providing a stable and knowledgeable component and leadership for an ongoing 
organization with an annually changing executive committee. As program chairman during the same period of 
time, Hugh's punctuality, orderliness, common sense, and involved concern resulted in annual Association 
meetings that maximized benefit to those attending. 

At the Annual Meeting of 1980, Murphy was elected Vice President of The Association and served as President 
in fiscal 1983. For 1984, while serving the duties of Past President, Hugh has been a prime mover for the Local 
Arrangements Committee for the Annual Meeting in Presque Isle. 

Hugh J. Murphy, as a dedicated teacher, a diligent and internationally respected scientist, a devoted and 
productive member and officer of this organization, has been elected an Honorary Life Member of The Potato 
Association of America in recognition of his meritorious contributions to the potato industry and to this 
organization, and we are pleased to make this presentation to him here in his home territory, Aroostook County, 
Maine. 

~Edward F. Johnston 
~Franklin E. Manzer 


