ISH POTATOES A BnR s R paINI
tilization of 1963 crop with comparisons LIBRARY

7 TTSEPR 41964
September 9, 1964

Potatoes going to fresh market and to processors of food products (excluding
starch and flour) totaled a record high 208.6 million hundredweight from the 1963
trop compared with 205.6 million hundredweight from 1962 preduction according to

kthe Crop Reporting Board. An increase in the usage of potatoes by food processors
pore than offset a small reduction in the quantity for fresh table use. Sales for
fable use from the 1963 crop amounted to 146.3 million hundredweight, 3 percent less
khan the amount marketed for table use from the 1962 crop and 5 percent less than
khe record high quantity from the 1961 crop. Processors of food products, excluding
Flour and starch, used 62.3 million hundredweight of the 1963 crop. This was 23
percent of production and 14 percent more than a year earlier. Utilization of
potatoes by food processors has increased every year since potato utilization esti-
pates started with the 1956 crop and the volume in 1963 was 2.5 times larger than
956 .

Of the potatoes used for processing, chips and shoestrings accounted for 26.7
hillion hundredweight, 11 percent more than a year earlier. This was 10 percent of
total production and was larger than the amount used by any other class of processor.

Processing for frozen french fries took 19.8 million hundredweight of the 1963
krop, a sharp increase--24 percent--from the 1962 season. Production of frozen
French fries has expanded rapidly and the 1963 level was 4.5 times that of 1956.
Dther frozen products accounted for 2.6 million hundredweight of potatoes, 8 percent
jarger than a year earlier.

Utilization of potatoes in dehydrated products--flakes, granules, diced, etc.--
totaled 9.9 million hundredweight, 7 percent more than for 1962 but still 2 percent
less than the record high from the 1960 crop. Canned products--potatoes, soups,
pash, etc.--used 3.2 million hundredweight, 11 percent more than 1962.

, Starch and flour plants processed 11.7 million hundredweight, 4 percent more
than a year earlier. Sales for livestock feed totaled 10.1 million, an increase of
PO percent. Included in the above is diversion to livestock feed and starch under
the government program which accounted for 5.7 million hundredweight, 9 percent less
than from the 1962 crop.

: The proportion of total production sold--including table stock, processing,
livestock feed, and seed-continued its upward trend and accounted for 90.1 percent
0f 1963 production compared with 89.7 percent the previous season.

‘ On a fiscal year basis (July 1, 1963 to June 30, 1964) the volume used for
thips and shoestrings was 27.2 million hundredweight compared with 24.8 million for
the comparable period ending June 30, 1963.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURTE
Statistical Reporting Service Crop Reporting Board

Pot 1-3 (9-64) Washington, D. C.
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